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M y LoRD, 


T has been ſaid, and it will be 5 

ſaid again, that I am a captious 
man, and frequently involved in diſ- 
putes. I acknowledge the charge; 
but I deny, that I ever engaged in 
any diſputes, but with men, who 
being of a higher birth, and better 
fortune, have taken, in conſequence 
thereof, liberties with me, which 


MAN 
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MAN has no right to take with MAN. 


I am always ready to pay obedience 
and reſpect to high birth, or ſuperior 
talents ; but high birth alone, or ſu- 
perior fortune , has no claim on me. 
In the preſent caſe, however, I have 
a claim on your Lordſhip, a claim 
which I am ſure will juſtify this 
publication. | 


There are two ſorts of pride, my 


Lord, one a virtuous pride; the other, 


a mean and contemptible pride: That 
pride, which a man ſhews to a ſupe- 
rior in rank or fortune when he merits 
it, is, I apprehend, a virtuous pride; 
while: that which he ſhews to his in- 
feriors, is mean, and deſpicable. | 
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But, whether your Lordſhip's con- 


duct to me, or mine to you, can 
juſtify this publication, muſt now be 
decided at the tribunal of the Public, 
who, in general, decide impartially 
in caſes of this kind, in ſpite of par» 
tial reviewers of books. 


But, before I proceed to particu- 


lars, it may be right to obſerve ; 
what your Lordſhip's own letters, in 
the following pages, will confirm; 
that I am almoſt an entire ſtranger 
to your Lordſhip; that I know you 
only by your public character; and 
your Lordſhip's conduct in that line, 
had, I own, impreſſed me with ſo 


very high an opinion of your head, 


and of your heart, that I proteſt, 
„ | there 
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there was not one man in Britain, on 
whoſe patriotic principles, I had con- 
ceived a more reſpectable regard; and 
for that reaſon, and not for the ſake 
vas of a paliry guinea,” it was, that I 
took the liberty to aſk your Lord- 
ſhip's name as a ſubſcriber to my 
Journey into Spain, &c. for in the 
long liſt of reſpectable names, which 
ſtands before that poor performance, 
your Lordſhip is the only one I ſolicited, 
without thinking I had ſome better 
pretenſions to aſk ſuch a favor. 


Soon afterwards, your Lordſhip 
came to Bath, and hen it was, that 
I had the honor of being perſonally 
| known to you; and there it was, that 
your Lordſhip told me, it was in my 

power 


+ 4. 2 Mn 
power to do you a favor which 
man elſe in England could do.. Tris: 
unneceſſary to- expreſs what: pleaſures 
J felt upon the occaſion before Þ knew! 
your Lordſhip's commands, Hor how 
much more it gave me, when I 
thought: I was able to execute them 
with ſucceſs. Vour Lordſhip, at thats 
interview, furniſhed me with the 
Latin name of every tree, ſnrub, and 
flower, which grow in 1{ach' abun⸗ 
dance, and ſuperior beauty, on the 
mountain of Montſerrat in Catalonia, 
aud deſired me to write to my friend, 
Pars PAscAL, (one of the Reſiden- 
tiary monks) to procure you the ſeeds 
and bulbous roots of the ſpontaneous 
productions of that wonderful moun- 
tain; wonderful in its form, but 
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more wonderful ſtill, by its producing: 
flowers by nature only, which ſur- 
paſſes all that art can do, in lower, or, 
in what appears to man, a more favour- 
- able ſoil and ſituation. 

J accordingly: wrote to PER Pas- 
cal, ſent him the various names, 
&c. and urged: him, in the ſtrongeſt? 
terms I could, to oblige a rich, a. 
powerful, a reſpectable, and eloquent; 
Nobleman of my country, by giving! 
him ſpecimens of God's peculiar: 
bounty; to that ſpots in Which lie, 
with ſo many other holy men, dwelt, 
purely to adore him, and to admire 
his incomprehenſible powers. 


The monk's reply was ſuch 26 
might be expected from ſo good a 
man, 


n) 

man; my only concern is, ſaid he, 
(as we cannot collect the ſeeds, &c. 

ourſelves) leaſt I ſhould not fulfill 
your commands with that zeal and 
ardour which we moſt ſincerely with. 
Our apotheeary is the only perſon 
we can employ; and his time too, is 
limitted; by his cloſe attendance on the 
ſick; concluding the letter with ſuch 
fervent prayers for me, and my fami- 
ly's welfare, that I am not aſhamed 
to own, that a ſenſe of my own errors, 
and his virtues, brought tears in my 
eyes when I read it. That letter was 
tranſlated ; ſeit to your Lordſhip, 
and returned to me with thoſe ſort of 
expreſſions, which great men make x 
uſe of to little ones, when they have 


a point to carry. It occaſioned how- 
ever 


(( ) 


Prey a long and (expenſive. correſpon- 
dence between: me and the Monk, 
far more than twelve months, be- 
fore the ſeeds, &c. were collected, 
during which time, the war between 
the two kingdoms, broke out. But 
x. chriſtian-peace ſtill continued between 
we and the holy Hermit: and at 
length 1 received a letter from PERR 
PascaL, of which the following is a 
cloſe tranſlation: 


Mosr ESTEEMED FRIEND, 


6 On the 23d of this 

66 „ nch I Cad away to our Factor at 

2 Barcelona, two boxes to be delivered 
« to Mr. Macdonnel ; in one of which, 
6 were ſeventy- four parcels of ſeeds 

bs « of arferent kinds, and properly 

* marked; 
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* marked; and in the other box, a 


« quantity of various flower-roots, to 


&« diſpoſe of as you think proper.“ 


© The diſpatch of theſe have been 
#6 retarded, by being told it was ne- 
„ ceflary to wait for the proper 
ſeaſon for collecting them, which 
circumſtance gave us much anxiety, 
as it was my wiſh to ſerve you 
with all poſſible expedition. It 
„will however give me the higheſt 
e ſatis faction to find they anſwer your 
% purpoſes; and ſtill more infinite 
„ pleaſure, to hear that you enjoy 
66 perfect health, with Mrs. Thickneſſe 


66 and 


_* The original Letter is left with the Publiſher, 
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and the reſt of your family; eſ- 
teeming myſelf much your debtor, 
4 if you would preſent them with 
„ my moſt humble reſpects, for 1 
<< ſincerely wiſh them till encreaſing 
<< :felicnty'; I beg;you will frecly com- 
mand me upon every | occaſion 
* wherein I can be of ſervice: being 
ec moſt heartily deſirous of obliging 
« you. In the mean time, with 
c Carneſt prayers to God to bleſs you 
« all wath long and uninterrupted 
* years of happineſs, 


I remain 
_ © Your moſt affectionate, 
And aſſured 
Humble Servant, 
PASCAL RODRIGUEZ: 


C5 Þ 
Your! Lordſhip cannot forget that 
| the above letter, as. well as all the 
| others, which the good Father wrote, 
were ſent / with their tranſlations to 
your Lordſhip, and that after the good 
Monk had received my laſt letter of 
thanks, he, an his reply told me, that 
the poſtage ofi letters only, had. coſt him 
eighteen pecaituds ({hillings) adding ibn 
;t-wasa gneut drul out of the poclet f 
poor Monk. Perhaps indeed, as we were 
at war with Spain, (tho he would not 
mention it) he' might think it rights 
to drop the correſpondenee, in ſpite of 
his private good wiſhes,” 


Now; my Lord, a box containing 
 ſeventy-fourparcels'of ſeed of various 
kinds, and another, filled with vith vari- 


ous 


ous ſorts of flower - roots, could not 
be procured at Montſerrat, packed 
up, and ſent forty miles to Barce- 
lona, and paſs through a variety of 
hands, without ſome further expence; 
for every thing is very dear in that 
country: I therefore tranſlated that 
letter alſo, and ſent it, with the origi - 
nal, to your Lordſhip, believing that 
you would be very liberal to the 
Monk, and to the Apothecary; as I had 
not received the moſt diſtant mark of 
your Lordſhip's favour, for the ex- 
pence. and trouble I had been at, but 
your Lordſhip's ſingle name, to my 
Year's Journey, and half a guinea 
ſubſcription to Mrs. Thickneſſe's 
Sketches of the Lives and Writings 


of the Ladies of France. I own, my 
Lord, 


1 7 3 
Lord, this furprized me much! I thought 


your Lordſhip, who lives in a Park, 


ſurrounded with rare plants, pro- 
cured you by me, from a diſtant 
elime, might have at leaſt reminded 


your Lordſhip that 1 had none. How- 


ever, I concealed my ſurprize; but” at 
the ſame time determined, that your 
Lordſhip's bounty to the Monks, 
ſhould not paſs through my hands. 
I therefore ſtrongly urged the neceffity 


of a ſuitable gratuity to be made there 


at leaſt; and recommended it to your 
Lordſhip to tranſmit what you thought 
proper to beſtow, to the Britiſh Mini- 
ſter at Liſbon, who could eaſily for- 
ward it to Montſerrat. But inſtead of 
following this frait line of proceeding, 
your Lordſhip replied 70 me, by obſerv- 

VV ing 
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1 
ing how glad you ſhould be to make a 
proper return for this valuable cargo, 
but you did not know how to do it: but 
ſaddenly recollecting yourſelf, O; yes, 
ſaid your Lordſhip, I will pay a guinea 
8 into Mr. Brown's hands, your Bookſeller. 
And. your Lordſhip accordingly paid 
@ guinea into Mr, Brown's hands, my 
Bookſeller. For what? To reimburſe 
Pers: PASCAL his eighteen pecettoes, 
(ſhillings), to reward the Apothecary 
for trayerſing, in the hot autumn of a 
ſouthern climate, a mountain ſixteen 
miles in circumference; and for ſend- 
ing two boxes completely packed up, 
filled with ſeeds and flower roots of 
various ſorts, from Montſerrat to 
Barcelona, and from Barcelona to 
Great Britain, 
Perhaps, 


(I 4 

Perhaps, however, your Lordſhip 
thought, as we are at war with the 
Spaniards, the Monks wete unworthy 
of any bounty, and that the guinea 
was really meant to be ent to me, as 
my recompence for poſtage of letters, 
Kc. But even that will not much 
mend the matter; for I had all along 
employed Mr. Didier of the Bath 
Theatre, to tranſlate, with preciſion, 
the Holy Father's letters to me, in 
order to lay them before your Lord- 
ſhip; and this laid me under a neceſſity 
of taking half guinea benefit tickets 
of him and Mrs. Didier for entertain- 
ments, of which I never pattook : 
and I was at all the trouble, and ex- 
pence too, of ſending my Years 
Journey, elegantly bound, to PEzRE 
e 4 PASCAL, 
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PasCAL; and which has found a place 


(as your Lordſhip knows, by his letters 
to me) in their library. If, therefore, 
the Monk's poſtage of letters coſt him 


eighteen pecettoes, though I own I 
never kept an account of the expence 
of mine, which were always under 
cover; I ſhould have been conſiderably 
out of pocket, even including your 
Lordſhip's guinea left at Mr. Brown's, 
my Bookſeller's, and your guinea 
ſubſcription to me, and half of that 
ſum to Mrs. Thickneſſe; but my 
Lord, as. Mr. Brown did, in his ac- 
count, give me credit for your Lord- 
ſhip's guinea, and as I neither could, 
nor would, if I could, have tranſmitted 
it to Montſerrat, for the purpoſes your 
| Lordſhip defired; It is but juſt I ſhould 
Ne tell 


Fa 
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tell your Lordſhip how I did diſpoſe of 
it, and to acknowledge myſelf ſtill your 
Lordſhip's debtor, (on that account) 
one pound one. | 


I received, my Lord, the guinea | 


with ſilent aſtoniſhment; and in 


order to acquit myſelf, as well as I 
could, to the Monk, I told him what 
you had done ; and what I would do: 
I told him, my Lord, that the firſt 
poor Spaniſh. priſoner I met with 
ſhould have it. And an occaſion ſoon 
offered. A troop of three hundred 
ſoon afterwards paſſed through Bath, 
from whom I picked out the moſt 
pitiable object, gave him ſuch cloaths 
as he ſeemed moſt to want, and put 
your Lordſhip's guinea in the breeches 

pocket, 


n 
pocket, which accompanied the reſt 
of the donative. But what the Monk 
thinks of me, or of your Lordſnip; 
for I had told him you was NosBLEe, 
Ricn, and GENEROUS ; I cannot juſtly 
ſay, till the next poſt arrives at Bruſ- 
ſells from Catalonia. Becauſe ſince I 
have been on this Continent, it has 
been hinted to me, that they conclude 
I had received your Lordſhip's bounty, 
and had not (which is true) applied 77 
properly. It is this bitter ſuſpicion, 
and your Lordſhip's finging letters to me, 
which has thus urged me thus publicly 
to defend myſelf and the Monk; for 
| though I am neither noble by Birth, nor 
Rich by Fortune, I will not lye under 
the imputation, even with Monks who 
live in a remote Kingdom, of doing 
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ſo mean a thing; yet in that odious | 
hght I have reaſon to believe I have 
long ſtood, and ſhould have continued 
to have ſtood, had not chance brought 
me again upon this Continent. It is 


. 
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true, your Lordſhip, in your letters 
annexed, offers to give a guinea or two 2 = 
more, and then even five or ten : but 
as 1 have, from the very firſt donative 
to Mr. Brown, pointed out a ſure way 
of conveying ALL that your Lord- 
ſhip would beſtow, and always pro- 
teſted none of it ſbould paſs thro' my 
hands, (eſpecially as I have your Lord- 
ſhip's authority to ſay, that the, 
two boxes contained nothing but docks 
and weeds) I muſt conſider ſuch an 
offer, merely as the docks. and weeds | 
of words; traſh, which I ought not 
| | : to 
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to attend to. But, my Lord, ſup- 
poſing the Apothecary was baſe enough 
to have deceived the Monk, and to 
have impoſed on me, and your Lord- 
ſhip, ſeventy-four parcels of dock ſeed, 
and other weeds; collected, as you ſay, 
at his own door, I will venture to ſay 
an ifnuendo thrown out againſt the 
Monk, and told in ſuch plain terms 
to me, was but a poor return for the 
zealous part he and J had taken. 
No one who reads the Monk's 
letter can poſſibly believe, that a 
man, whoſe days and nights too are 
devoted to the ſervice of God, could 
be guilty of ſo wanton, ſo mean, and 
ſo fooliſh, an impoſition ; and few will 
believe that the Apothecary himſelf 
| would 


5 
would be at the trouble to collect 
only docks and weeds, where rare 
plants, and curious flower roots, might 
have been gathered even at his d. door, 
and without any expence. And if I 
had not your Lordſhip's authority 1 
ſay, that none other but docks and 
weeds were ſent? I ſhould think it im- 
poſſible that a man could, (were he 
even diſpoſed to collect docks and 
weeds only) gather on that mountain, 


a mountain covered with an infinite 


variety of flowers and curious plants, 
Seventy-four parcels of ſeeds without 
(by mere accident) a few ſeeds drop 
among them, which might be wor- 
thy the attention of the Botaniſts of 
Great Britain: for your Lordſhip 


knows that many of the weeds of our 13 
1 
| D | on | 
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own foil are beautiful, and I know, 
that the weeds of Montſerrat are ALL 
FLOWERS; fo that I ſuſpe& the Apo- 
thecary muſt have taken the trouble 
to have deſcended from the Convent, 
evhich is four hours and a half fieep 
travelling, and to have gathered . he 
docks and weeds” in the low lands: 
And conſequently, if he did fo, is not 
entitled-to any part of your Lordſhip's 
bounty. . But the Monk, who had been 
at eighteen ſhillings expence for the 
poſtage of letters only, and probably 
at the expence of the boxes, and con- 
veying the docks and weeds to Barce- | 
lona, ought to be reimburſed. As I 
never was within your Lordfhip's 
doors, or ever received more money of 

' your Lordſhip than the two ſubſcrip- 

tions 


„ 

tions mentioned above, and the guinea 
left with Mr. Brown, I have taken 
this method to repay myſelf in the 
firſt place, (for I am not ſo rich as to 
put myſelf to expence and trouble, 
and to have no other recompence than 
ill- placed reſentment for my pains J 


and then if there be any overplus 


from the ſale of this narrative, I will 
ſend it to PERER PAscAL, my inno- 
cent brother ſufferer: Unleſs I ſhould 
find the Apothecary able to juſtify 
himſelf; for I have ſent him a tranſ- 
lation of your Lordſhip's letter to me 
on the 22d of September, and charged 
him HomME with the crime your 


Lordſhip has loaded him with, 


D 2 | On 
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On that, and your Lordſhip's other 


letters annexed, I ſhall make no com- 


ment; but I hope to have the Monk's 


and Apothecary's reply in time, to 
add them alſo to theſe ſheets. I do 
not recollect, that I ever told your 
Lordihip that a few ſhillings would 
be ſufficient to the poor Apothecary, 
but 1 am ſure I told the Monk you 
was an Homo Rico, Noble, —Generous, 
and Eloquent, But, admitting I did 
mention a few ſhillings, J could never 


have ſuppoſed - that your Lordſhip 


could have put cither of the parties 


employed to a conſiderable expence, 


on | your account, without taking care 
at leaſt, they ſhould not be out of 
pocket ; and yet,my Lord, I do aver, 
that 1 never received more of your 


money 
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money than the two ſubſcriptions 
mentioned above, and the guinea left 
with Mr. Brown to convey to Mont- 
ſerrat; and that I am, allowing thoſe 
different ſums, a conſiderable loſer, 
by having employed all my intereſt 
with the Monks of that convent to 
render your Lordſhip all the ſervice 
in their power; and 1 am confident, 
PEkRE PASCAL Was full as deſirous of 
obliging me, as I was in obliging your 
Lordſhip ; and therefore, however 
negligent the collector of the ſeeds 
might have been, delicacy ſhould« 
have with-held your pen from letting 
me know, how unfortunate my beſt 
endeavours proved; for,my Lord, you 
HAD my beſt endeavours, and I am 
ſure I HAD the beſt endeayours of the 

modeſt, 
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modeſt, humble, and pious, Monk. 
Nay, I will ſay more, I am ſure too, 
that the Apothecary's beſt endeavours 
were employed; and if docks and 
nettles only came to your Lordſhip's 
F hands, it is much more probable to be- 
lieve, that as they came over in a 
Dutch bottom Zr to Holland, and 
then to England, that the Shipper had 
boaſted to ſome Dutch Botaniſt, what 
a valuable cargo he had on board; and 
that the ſeeds, your Lordſhip received, 
were in reality the ſeeds of this cli- 
mate, the pais bde, not of the lofly 
mountain of Montſerrat ; if however 


among ſeventy-four parcels of weed- 


Feed from ſuch a diſtant clime, and 


the produce of ſo ſingular a ſpot, 


there ſhould appear no weeds worthy 
. : the 


. 
the notice of Engliſh Botaniſts, it will , 
be the moſt ſingular part of the tranſ- 
action; for , if I miſtake not, thoſe 


gentlemen, who viſited the Southern 


Hemiſphere, found great variety of 
ſeeds not only worthy of their no- 
tice on the ſpot, but worthy of 
bringing over to Britain for the 
inſpection of your Lordſhip, and other 


ingenious Botaniſts. 


To conclude, if your Lordſhip had 
attended that very awkard cauſe of 
mine, in the Houſe of Lords, and had 
happened to have been of a dj ferent 


opinion to that great man, Lord 1 x 


if I had ſeen inſtead of your Lordſhip's 
Angle name to niy Year's Journey, that 
of your Lady; ſon; and family: 

if - 
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if your Lordſhip had aſked me to your 
table; or ſent a bit of mutton to 
mine; or if you had rendered me or 
any of my family the ſmalleſt ſer- 
vice; I ſhould think taking 7hys means 
of being re-paid, and.of making ſome 
return to the Monk and Apothecary ; 
UNJUSTIFIABLE : but as I met your 
Lordſhip, juſt before I left Britain, 
at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, and you then 
neither informed me of the Apothe- 
cary's fraud, nor oftered me any other 
return, than the cooleſt and moſt in- 
ditterent thanks; I will diſregard what 
readers or reviewers may ſay upon 
theſe ſheets ; well knowing what every 
. candid, fair, honeſt, man muſt think, 
when he conſiders your Lordſhip's 
CONDITION : my condition ; the Monk's 


con- 


— 
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condition: and the ſituation and con- 
dition of the Apothecary of the Holy 
Hoſpital at Montſerrat, 


I have been taught to think it ill 
breeding, when an inferior writes to a 
ſuperior, to ſay, they are an obliged 
Humble Servant, and therefore with 


all due reſpect, 


I have the honour to 
Subſcribe myſelf, 
Your Lordſhip's 
_ Moſt Humble Servant, 
PHIL. THICENESSE 


; 11 
29th of Nov. 1782. 


— 
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LETTER: 
Piccadilly, March 4, 1780. 
DEA SIR, 
Am this minute favoured with 1M 
your moſt obliging letter. I return * 


you a thouſand thanks for all the 


trouble you have taken on my account, 


J hope you will ſee, next year, the 
produce of your own bounty, though 
it muſt appear in a very infant ſtate. 
I am really very thankful for what I 
could not have obtained by any other means, 

Ea and 


63360) 
and whatever expence may have attended 
this valuable cargo, in its paſſage to 


England, I ſhall moſt gratefully pay 
to your order. It is the only Spanith 
ſhip that 1 wiſh may eſcape Admiral 
Rodney's vigilance ; for, under every 
adminiſtration, T muſt always with 
well to Great Britain. I return you 
the Monk's letter, and join in his 
bleſſings ; 
Being, Dear Sir, 
your moſt faithful, 
and obedient fervant, 


C 
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LETTER H. 
Crvome, Sept. 22, 1782. 

SER, | 
EE reaſon of my leaving a 
guinea in Mr. Brown's hands, 


for the uſe of the Spaniſh apothecary, 
was, becauſe you told me a few ſhil- 
lings would be a ſufficient gratuity, 
and I really meant to be Meral. x I 
| have 


I do aver, that long before your Lordſhip's li- 
berality was left with Mr, Brown, I had ſent you 
Pere Paſcal's original letter, and the tranſlation of it, 
wherein he ſaid the poſtage of letters only had coſt 
him eighteen pecettoes, which, ſaid he, is a great ſum 
out of a poor Monk's pocket, and that I had defired 
your Lordſhip's /iberality might not paſs through my 
hands, but be ſent to the Britiſh Conſul at Liſbon 
yet your Lordſhip made no reply to that part of my 
letter; your guinea with Mr, Brown! Could you then 


— 
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have not the ſmalleſt objection to de- 
poſit another guinea or two, with the 
ſame perſon, when J go next to Town 
net xeunter; and ſhall certainly do ſo, h 
- I never 


mean, my Lord, to be Liberal? - Could it appear 
liberal, to pay the Monk twenty-one pecettoes, when, 
excluſive of boxes, package, and carriage from the 
Mountain to Barcelona, the Monk had paid eighteen 
for letters only? —— What then was there for the 
Poor apothecary ? for your Lordſhip did not then know 
he had ſent only decks and netiles. And what had 1 
done, beſides ſpending much more than that ſum, to 
ſerve your Lordſhip, that you ſhould ſo ſuddenly al- 
ter your ſtyle and manner of addreſſing me? I will 
not here inſert more of your Lordſhip's letters, nor 
of the Monk's, than what now are before me, but if 
1 live to go to England, I will engage to prove by 
your Lord{hip's letters, and the Monk's, that neither 
he nor I have been better ſerved by your Lord- 
ſhip, than 'the apothecary has ſerved you; for we 
x too have had only docks and mertles for our pure Bul- 
lion. The apothecary lives within the walls of the 
convent, nor can he, during life, deſcend even to 
the firſt village in the vallies beneath; and therefore, 
the greateſt miracle of the place 1 me is, how it 
n were 


C99) 
I never bought docks and weeds at ſo high * 
4 price. The gentleman certainly did 


not collect them upon Montſerrat, 
but probably before his own door, 


without going a yard to procure them. 


The hill is known to contain ſome 
curious plants, of which I troubled 


you with a catalogue; but, inſtead of 


thoſe produQtions, the contents of the 
box wwere preciſely what I have deſcribed, 
as ſeveral of the beſt Botaniſts can 
teſtify, who have ſeen the whole car- 
go. When I left the money with 


were poſſible he could collect 74 parcels of different 


ſorts of ſeeds, and a box of bulbous roots, which 


have turned out,ca/ually to be only docks and weeds, 
I confeſs, my Lord, I believe the Holy Virginy un- 
. willing that her flowers ſhould flouriſh among Here- 


_ tics, cauſed them to be metamorphoſed into docks and 


weeds, and that the Monk and the apothecary did 
their beſt to ſerve you, and to oblige me. 


Mr. 


_ 


00 
Mr. Brown, I fully explained the pur- 
poſe for which it was intended, and 
told him that you had no other con- 
cern in it, than being the vehicle of 
it to a poor apothecary at Montſerrat, 
it is therefore ſurpriſing, that there 
ſhould have been any miſunderſtanding 


about it. 
„ Aa, 
Your obedient Servant, 


"'C 


LETTER, 


r 
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LET T EI . 


October 12, 1782. 
S1R, 


OTHING could ſurprize me 
more than your letter of the 
4th Inſt. interpreting a former letter 
of mine, to convey that I was highly 
ended with you. Could I be offended 
with you? Could I be offended with 
a- gentleman, who, being almoſt an 


entire ſtranger to me, obligingly un- 
dertook to write into a foreign coun- 
try, to procure me ſome ſeeds of the 
growth of that country? Could I be 
offended with him for having punc- 
tually executed the commiſhon ? As 
to the expence of collecting the ſeeds, | 
| F I always 
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I always underft:od- that I was lo pay it, 


and I think, fo frill, With that idca I 


applied to you to know what demands 


there were upon me, and received an 
anſwer, only a few ſhillings to a poor 
apothecary, who had the trouble of 
gathering the ſeeds. I thought 1 could 


x not ſend him leſs than a guinea, which 


ſum I left with Mr. Brown, your 
Bookſeller; fully explaining for whoſe 
uſe, and for what intended; and ſtating 
that I believed you would be kind 
enough to remit it to Barcelona, hav» 
ing myſelf no correſpondence with 


that place, The charge attending 


poſtage of letters, I confeſs, did not 


accur to me; but if you will let me 


know what may be due on that ac- 
count, and alſo what you now think 


— ee 4 ad * 


03 
a proper gratuity to the apothecary, I 
will readily ſet right the miſtake, and 


pay the money to any perſon in Lon» 


don, who may be appointed to re- 


* 


1 am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 


Communts 


Ob/ervation on the above LETTER: 


Had told your Lordſhip in my let- 
ter, towhich the above is an anſwer, 
that 1 would like the ſenſe of the 
public in this buſineſs, and render 
6 juſtice. 
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Juſtice to your Lordſhip, to the Monk, 
to the apothecary, and to myſelf; nay, 
that if your Lordſhip did not make 
them a SUITABLE RETURN, I would: 
But I did then, as I had before, and as 
I do now, declare, no part of it ſhould 
paſs through my hands; nor can I 
conceive, how I could ſay a few ſhil- 
lings would be ſufficient to the apo- 
thecary, when I had the Monk's letter, 
and ſo had you, to ſhew that he alone 

complained that he was eighteen ſhil- 


lings out of pocket ! Beſide, my 
Lord, if you really meant to give 
more, why was I to be ſneer'd at by 
the 1ralicking the word now” in your 
letter? I here thought but one Di- 
RECT, STRAIGHT, FAR, way about it; 
and I will tell you honeſtly what my 

thoughts 


CR) - 
thoughts were. I thought, my Lord, 
chat your ff care ſhould have been, 
to have ſent at leaſt five' guineas be- 
tween the Monk and the apothecary. | 
And, as I had conſtantly ſent your | 
Lordſhip the Monk's letters tranſlated, 
and thereby proved that I had written 
in the moſt earneſt terms I was able, 
to oblige and ſerve you, and to pro- 
cure you the ſeeds, that your next care 
ſhould have been, not to have let me | | 
alſo have been out of pocket ſome* | 
pounds in ſerving you, (for. ſome | 
pounds I have been out of pocket) 
or at leaſt, that, inſtead of being in- 
vited to ſee how the docks and nettles 
thrived, that I might have taſted of 


27 : * nt ** — 
.. 


your veniſon; for I am juſt ſuch ano- 
ther Being as your Lordſhip, with the 


ſame 


33 i » * - 
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ſame appetites, only without the rank; 
the purſe, and the PARK,, your Lord- 
ſhip poſſeſſes. I therefore think my- 
ſelf juſtified in thus defending the 
Monk, the apothecary, and myſelf; 2, 
for,in MANY CASES, publiſhing private 
letters are juſtifiable ; and I flatter my- 
{elf this will appear to be ſo. 


LETTER 
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LETTER I 


October 30, 1782. 
HE SIR, 


Fear I muſt have loſt all power of 
expreſſing myſelf, or it could not 

be neceſſary to trouble you with ano- 
ther letter. So far from thinking that 
either the Monk or the apothecary at 

| Montſerrat ſhould go unpaid or unre- 
|  wwarded, It was the particular object 


of my laſt, to defire you would ſay 
what you thought would be an ade- 
quate recompence for their trouble. 


As you have not anſwered that queſ- | 


tion, let me aſk whether five or ten 
guineas will be a ſufficient gratuity to 
be 


( 48 ) 
be remitted, and alſo in what propor- 
tion; and, by what mode and addreſs, 
even a larger ſum may be conveyed to 
'  , them, for I am willing to add all ex- 
pence for poſtage, if I knew how to 3 


aſcertain it. I am really hurt at being J 
ſuppoſed, in this tranſaction, to have 
had any regard for a few paltry gui- 


neas, the idea of which never preſented 
itſelf to me. | 


| I am, Sir, | 
Your obedient humble Servant, 
| "> : 


TO the above letter I made no re- 

| ply, becauſe your Lordthip could 

| hardly think I would take the liberty 
| | of regulating what graiwity was æ dus to 
2 


. 
fo groſs an impoſition. If your Lordſhip 
thought before the fraud was known, 
that one guinea, amongſt us all, was 
liberal, Could you ſuppoſe, that 1 
would name five, ten, or more, after 
the fraud was diſcovered ? yet, even in 
that caſe, the Monk and I are ſuffer- 
ers. For he certainly was at all the 
expence there, and I certainly was at 
all the expence here; and we are both 
innocent men : Your Lordſhip has 
pronounced me to be ſo; and I will 
venture to pronounce (even if my ſoul 
were the pledge) that the Monk alſo 
is innocent. I will therefore finiſh 
this paltry flory, by telling your Lord- 
ſhip, that, about two months ſince, I 
wrote a long letter to Pere Paſcal, to 
acquit myſelf of any ſiniſter dealings 
| BE. with 


e 
with him, and to aſſure him, that 1 
too, was conſiderably out of pocket 
for the pains I had taken to procure 
your Lordſhip what no other man in 
Britain, could have. procured you, and 
called upon him to juſtify himſelf and 
the arraigned apothecary: Not recollec- 
ting that I was writing to a man, who 
looks down upon the men of the world, 
and is above entering into conteſts of 
fending and proving .. If therefore 
your Lordſhip has a mind to believe 
him guilty, becauſe he does not plead 
mnocence, 1 ſhall prefer giving you that 
plea, rather than not convey the real 
ſenſe of his anſwer, which is couched 


as nearly as J can tranſlate it, in the 


follow ing words: 


© ESTEEMED 


4 


&« ESTEEMED FRIEND, 


6 Rejoice to hear of your health 
\ | and that of your dear family; 
as to myſelf I am grown old, and am 

only at times tolerably well. It was 
for you, and for you only, that we col- 
le&ed the ſeeds; and as I had infinite 
pleaſure in ſo doing, ſo I neither aſk 
or deſire any other recompence. Ac- 
cept therefore my prayers for length 
of days and your future happineſs ; 


And believe me to be, &C. &c. 
P. Pascal Ropxicus.” : 
« ALL rich men (ſays Rouſſeau) 


prefer gold to merit; and that thoſe, 


« who 


mam 
— 


(5a) 
© who love riches, are formed to 
5 ſerve; and thoſe,who deſpiſe riches, 
are formed to command.” 


The original letters ſhall be 
left with the publiſher; and the profits 
(if any ariſe) from the ſale of this 
ßelit piece, ſhall be faithfully remitted 
to the injured Monk at Montſerrat. 
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